Differential reactivity of 9-NH2-ellipticine on apurinic and apyrimidinic sites in circular DNA.
Endonucleases for apurinic sites as well as chemical compounds reacting with aldehydes do not generally differentiate between apurinic and apyrimidinic sites. We have studied the effect of the apurinic site reagent, 9-NH2-ellipticine, on apyrimidinic sites enzymatically generated on PBR322 DNA and compared it to its' action on apurinic PM2 and PBR322 DNAs. In conditions where this compound induces breakage of apurinic sites, it does not display any action on apyrimidinic sites.